Xli                               INTRODUCTION.
whose names will be found duly recorded in the following pages—to whom I am indebted for much of the material and information embodied in the volume, and for the opportunities so freely afforded me, during my stay in the Witwatersrand gold fields, of making myself practically acquainted with the working of the cyanide process. It is not myself only, but all who are interested—whether as metallurgists or investors —in the gold-mining industry, who have thus been laid under obligation ; and as I have taken no small pains to put to good use the material and opportunities which have been so freely placed at my disposal, I trust that the outcome of my efforts in the present volume will prove thoroughly acceptable to that numerous body.
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SOUTH HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, N.W. December^ 1894.at their process will prove a formidable rival to its predecessor. In the succeeding chapters \vill be found an account of the working details of these processes, including some of tho observations and researches of those gentlemen who have been most prominent in bringing them to their present state of perfection.
